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Systematic Position:
Class: Dicotyledon
Sub Class: Gamoptelae
Series: Inferae
Order: Asterales
Family: Asteraceae
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CCONOMIC IMPORTANC




I1. Oils:
I. The seeds of Helianthus annuus(Sunflower) are the source of edible fatty oil
Ii. The oil obtained from the seeds of Carthamus tinctorius(Safflower, Kusma) is useful

for heart patients. Besides it is used for the manufacture of soaps, paints, varnishes,
linoleum etc.
lii. The strong aromatic essential oil obtained from Tagetus patula(French marigold )
and Tagetus minuta(Stinking roger) is used as antiseptic, a fly repellant and a

modifier in hair lotions
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Carthamus tinctorius(Safflower) Tagetes patula

Helianthus annuus
(Sunflower)



Asteraceae

Economic Importance:

|. Edible Plants:
I. The leaves of Lactuca Sativa are used as salad
Il. The tubers of Helianthus tuberosus and Cynara scolymus are used as food for man.
lii. The roots of Cichorium intybus(Chicory) are used for blending coffee.

Lactucasativa  Helianthus tuberosus Cichorium Intybus



I11. Medicines:

I. From dried ligulate flowers of Calendula officinalis the drug Calendula is obtained
and used in the treatments sprains and bruises

Il. Roots and Rhizomes of Taraxacum officinale provide the drug Taraxacum used as a
mild laxative

1. Juice of Enhydra fluctuans kills worms and induce sleep.

Iv. The leaves of Blumea yield essential oil known as blumea camphor and the leaf
extract is used in the treatment of excitement and insomnia(sleeplessness)

v. The pollen of Ambrosia artemissifolia causes hay fever and Parthenium
hysterophorus causes skin allergy
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Calendula officinalis Taraxacum officinale Blumea



IV. Ornamental Plants:

Helianthus annuus Zinnia elegans Tagetus erecta
(Sunflower)




Ornamental:
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Chrysanthemum indicum Chrysanthemum carinatum Cosmos bipinnatus



Ornamental Plants

Aster grandiflorus coreopsis grandiflora Centaurea moschata



Medicinal Plant

Eclipta alba-Bhringaraj oil




Wild Plants
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Ageratum conyzoides Vernonia cinerea Launaea pinnatifida




vi. Fruit: Fruit is cypsela which is dispersed by persistent pappus. In Xanthium the
fruits are dispersed by animals due to presence of hooks.

vii. Seed: Seeds are dicotyledenous non endospermic with straight embryo.

iX. Pollination: Pollination is by insects called as entamophily. Disc florets shows
protrandry which promotes cross pollination and also safety mechanism which
helps in self pollination.

Xanthium sumaraium
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